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6202193 . Raiwin Tun-Intara-Arj
Thesis Title : Reflection of Social Issues through Bong Joon Ho's Movies
Program . Master of Communication Arts in Film and Television Writing and
Directing
Thesis Advisor  : Asst. Prof. Chalongrat Chermanchonlamark, Ph.D.
Abstract

The objective of the study on the reflection of social issues through Bong Joon Ho's
movies was to study the reflection of social issues and movie languages appearing in the large-
scale movies directed and written by Bong Joon Ho, a South Korean director. Seven movies were
used in this study. This research was conducted using a qualitative research methodology through
an analysis of the screenplays.

The results revealed that the movies reflect the following important social issues: 1)
economic aspect such as unemployment and economic inequality; 2) political aspect such as
corruption and foreign interference; 3) social aspect such as social class problems and crime
problems; and 4) environmental aspect such as climate change and the problems of dangerous
chemical contamination.

In terms of movie language, the results revealed that the movie languages were
significantly used as follows: 1) for camera shots, long shot and medium shot were often used; 2)
for camera movement, cameramen often held movie cameras in their hands to make the story
exciting; 3) for camera angles, an oblique angle shot was predominantly used; 4) for lighting, the
very dark lighting was frequently used to enhance the atmosphere of various problems in the
movies; 5) for editing and sequencing, real-time edits were often made in the movies to create an
emotional continuity for the stories of the movies; 6) scenes and locations of the movies took
place in the present day which could be connected to current social problems; 7) the symbols
frequently used in the movies referred to the social problems the movies would like to present;
and 8) according to sound, orchestral music was often used to emphasize the atmosphere and
create a deep mood for the movies.

(Total 148 pages)

Keywords: Films, Reflection of social issues, Movie language, Bong Joon Ho
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Slamdance Film Festival (2001)

Barking Dogs - Excellence in Editing Award
2000 44,767 $
Never Bite Hong Kong International Film Festival (2001)
- FIPRESCI Prize

Torino Film Festival (2003)

Memories of - Best Feature Film , Best Script

2003 30,927,398 $
Murder San Sebastian International Film Festival (2003)

- Best New Director
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The Host

2006

89,433,436 §

Asia-Pacific Film Festival (2006)

- Best Editing , Best Sound

Hawaii International Film Festival (2006)

- Best Narrative Feature

Asian Film Awards (2007)

- Best Cinematographer , Best Film

Mother

2009

17,149,348 $

Asian Film Awards (2010)

- Best Film , Best Screenwriter

Santa Barbara International Film Festival (2010)

- Best East Meets West Cinema

Snowpiercer

2013

86,758,912 §

National Board of Review, USA (2014)

- Independent Films

Boston Online Film Critics Association (2014)

- Best Picture , Best Films of the Year

Okja

2017

IWELINT N

NETFLIX

Environmental Media Awards, USA (2017)

- Feature Film

Austin Film Critics Association (2018)

- Best Foreign Language Film

Parasite

2019

257,413,632 $

Cannes Film Festival (2019)

- Palme d'Or

Academy Awards, USA (OSCAR) (2020)
- Best Motion Picture of the Year , Best
Achievement in Directing , Best Original

Screenplay , Best International Feature Film

BAFTA Awards (2020)

- Best Film Not in the English Language

AACTA International Awards (2020)

- Best Film

N IMDb, 2020a, 2020b , 2020c, 2020d, 2020e, 20201, 2020g
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